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Key issues: International initiatives have created specific attention to a number of health problems in developing countries. In this context funding has become available for specific health interventions. The existing health systems have problems to absorb these without distortion.
Meeting challenges: Using the case of Tanzania the influence of international funding on specific health problems is described: introduction of ART; new vaccination strategies; new therapeutic schemes challenge the health system; additional and limited controlled resource fl ows distort availability of human resources; M&E systems are obliged to adapt to new reporting requirements; externally initiated missions, visits, workshops and requests for information absorb working capacity/time of key actors; vertically conceived interventions overwhelm important routine services. 
Conclusion and recommendations: Only when carefully integrated into the overall health sector development international initiatives will have benefits for the national health services in improving universal access to health. There is need for a well-balanced approach to strengthen health systems and not to weaken them. Long-term predictable international funding in a harmonized sector wide approach is needed to improve global/universal access to health. 

